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[Written Answers]

Chronic Fatigue Syndrome: Coronavirus

Steve McCabe

To ask the Secretary of State for Health and Social Care, whether people
suffering from Myalgic Encephalomyelitis (ME) or Chronic Fatigue
Syndrome (CFS) are eligible for the spring covid-19 booster.

Maria Caulfield

The Government continues to be guided by the independent Joint Committee
on Vaccination and Immunisation (JCVI) on who should be offered COVID-19
vaccinations. The primary aim of the COVID-19 vaccination programme
continues to be the prevention of severe disease, hospitalisation and
mortality. Older persons, residents in care homes for older adults, and

those who are immunosuppressed continue to be at highest risk of severe
COVID-19.

As a precautionary measure, the JCVI has recommended that an extra
booster vaccine dose should be offered in spring 2023 to adults 75 years
old and over, residents in a care home for older adults and individuals
five years old and over who are immunosuppressed, as defined in the
COVID-19 chapter of the UK Health Security Agency (UKHSA) green book.

Individuals with ME/CFS are not eligible for the COVID-19 spring 2023
booster vaccination unless they meet the criteria for one or more of the
groups listed in addition to having ME/CFS.

The JCVI regularly reviews its advice in relation to the COVID-19
vaccination programme, considering new data, evidence on the
effectiveness of the programme and the epidemiological situation.
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